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The Perils of Social Platforms: The Modern Threat
to Society
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The advent of social media has undoubtedly changed the way we
communicate, receive information, and connect. It has transformed
our societies, for better and for worse. However, this transformation
has brought about significant threats. These threats have shown them-
selves in a multitude of ways: from facilitating bad actors to prey on
vulnerable individuals, to enabling the spread of divisive ideologies.

Social platforms provide a fertile ground for malicious individuals
to fake identities, manipulate emotions, and spread falsehoods. With
the vast amount of data available on these platforms, they can easily
search for targets, connect with them under a façade, and execute their
malevolent intentions. The immense scope and reach of platforms like
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram mean that bad actors have the tools
to target individuals on a previously unthinkable scale.

But beyond individual harm, the wider societal implications are even
more concerning. In today’s digital age, propagating divisive ideologies
has never been easier or cheaper. As these platforms lower barriers
to broadcasting content, there are fewer checks on the type of content
spread. It’s not just direct messages of hatred that are worrisome; sub-
tle campaigns masked behind broader symbols or ideas can gradually
influence entire populations. This soft programming is a nuanced form
of manipulation that capitalizes on the echo chambers created by social
media.

One could argue that, as we’ve seen in the past with other industries,
businesses prioritize profits over societal good. After all, detecting and
mitigating these nuanced threats might entail reduced profitability for
these platforms. As an AI scientist and engineer, automating the detec-
tion of such subtle sabotages on platforms is an immense challenge, and
its implementation might affect the bottom line. Therefore, the respon-
sibility might fall upon regulators and policymakers to ensure platform
accountability.

A pertinent example of how regulations evolved over time is the to-
bacco industry. Once, advertising linked smoking with masculinity and
allure. However, as the harmful effects of smoking became undeni-
ably clear, regulations evolved. Now, ads must carry statutory warn-
ings. Similarly, the automobile industry has faced regulations concern-
ing emission levels, ensuring cars remain within specific environmental
safety limits.

Unfortunately, the current scenario with social media platforms is
alarming. The increasing division between various human groups, cou-
pled with rising cybercrimes, is testimony to the unchecked power of
these platforms. Although specific statistics are required for a more
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comprehensive understanding, anecdotal evidence and numerous re-
ports suggest a sharp rise in cybercrime and divisive content.

Noam Chomsky, a renowned linguist and philosopher, has expressed
concerns about these platforms’ role in modern society. He acknowl-
edges the positives - they serve as platforms for organizing, facilitating
communication among educators and students, and providing a vast
range of information. However, the pitfalls are significant. Chomsky
points out the tendency for individuals to gravitate towards sources that
affirm their beliefs, leading to echo chambers and further polarization.

The potential for these platforms to support and nurture charismatic
but harmful leaders is all too real. With powerful figures using these
platforms to reinforce and further their reach, the rise of divisive ide-
ologies becomes a tangible threat. This phenomenon isn’t merely about
divisive content; it’s about a deep-seated shift in societal structures.

In essence, while social platforms offer a myriad of benefits, they
also pose genuine threats to societal cohesion and individual safety. As
Chomsky states, a well-informed, educated populace is the foundation
of any functional democratic society. The issues raised by unchecked
social media platforms undermine this very foundation.

To prevent the deterioration of our societal fabric, measures must
be in place. Whether through industry self-regulation, government in-
tervention, or community-driven initiatives, the unchecked era of social
platforms must be curtailed. Only through conscious efforts can we
ensure that the digital age, while transformative, doesn’t become a tool
for division and strife.

The End
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