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Astrology and Warfare

Anjan Goswami

Religious beliefs and practices, deeply embedded within civilizations, have
shaped the destiny of nations. The intricate dance between Hinduism’s astro-
logical practices and the practical tenets of Islam during medieval warfare sheds
light on the vulnerabilities and strengths of certain Hindu kingdoms in the face
of Islamic advances.

Hinduism venerates astrology, seeing it as a cosmic science that deciphers
the influences of celestial entities on terrestrial events. This reverence seeped
into diverse facets of life, from matrimony to farming and notably, warfare. His-
torical chronicles highlight the influence of astrologers alongside generals in the
war chambers of many Hindu monarchs. Battles were often timed to align with
‘auspicious’ celestial configurations, and plans could pivot based on stellar read-
ings. While such practices rooted warriors in spirituality, they might have inad-
vertently created tactical lacunae in warfare dynamics, where unpredictability
and adaptability are paramount. Hinduism’s profound spiritual ethos, under-
scored by concepts like reincarnation, might have steered its adherents towards
introspection. However, the predictability introduced by rigid astrological ob-
servances might have become a strategic vulnerability.

Conversely, Islamic warfare, while undeniably fueled by religious zeal, ex-
hibited a leaning towards terrestrial pragmatism. The clarion call in Islam to
champion justice, coupled with the heavenly laurels promised to martyrs and
a singular life perspective, potentially fostered a direct and flexible approach
to combat. It’s imperative to recognize that the underpinnings of ancient war-
fare were complex, colored by internal dynamics, political maneuverings, and
socio-cultural interplays.

From a neuroscientific angle, rituals, such as those deeply intertwined in Hin-
duism, resonate profoundly with the human psyche. The structured and rhyth-
mic nature of rituals carve indelible imprints on our neural networks. The human
brain, predisposed to embrace patterns, leans on these ritualistic structures to
fortify memories and behaviors. However, this structure can be a double-edged
sword: while it fosters discipline and unity, it can also breed complacency. An
undue emphasis on fate or the acceptance of events as mere cosmic play might
stymie proactive efforts. A mindset anchored in attributing events to a divine
realm might slowly erode its problem-solving vigor.

In contrast, while Islam recognizes the divine preordination of events, its
teachings tend not to rely on auspicious timings or astrological guidelines for
decision-making. This can lead to a more direct and immediate engagement
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with challenges, fostering a mindset that’s pragmatic and solution-oriented.”
In summation, the confluence of faith and rituals can serve as both an an-

chor and a sail. While they ground individuals spiritually and morally, their
overarching influence, if unchecked, can overshadow the pragmatic exigencies of
the times. The interplay between spirituality and pragmatism, hence, plays a
pivotal role in charting the destinies of civilizations.
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